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Founder’s Note

Decades of Giving

When honesty, sincerity and love unite, combined with passion for art &
creativity, and appreciation for the artists as national treasures, Artists
gather to offer their best as a token of love and arfistry for Mono
Callery. That is how - With ALLAH's blessing - we were able to achieve
the first of Mono Callery’s primary vision, which is to present the history
of Saudi Arabia’s Contemporary Art from the 60's of the last century
until our current time.

Momen Al Muslimani
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Mono Gallery: We build a wall to hang art

Yousef Almohaimeed

What can one say about contemporary art in
such an exhibition? One that features the pioneers
and symbols of Saudi Arabia’s Contemporary
Art movement. What more can words add in the
presence of colour, element and composition? |
was asking myself as | wite this short introduction,
and | did not know if | would write about the
history of the contemporary movement in the
Kingdom, which several historians and poets
have documented in their books, such as Dr.
Mohammed Al-Risais, Abdurahman Al-Suleiman
and Ahmed Flemban? Or will | offer my modest
view on the visual works that are created by the
elite of Saudi Arabia’s contemporary artists? Or
is it perthaps a passing word which | am leaving
behind for the world of galleries in the Kingdom,
to see where Mono Callery will fit in?

The writer is like the artist, both standing in front of
a blank sheet. Akin to the surprise that strikes the
artist as he or she stands opposite their canvas,
| too pause silently at the white paper. To fill it is
also a kind of art, where the blackness of my pen
has to compete with an artist’s bright oils and
acrylics. So what shall | write?

I 'will not write about it in a hurry. | will not write
in haste about this group of wonderful paintings,
each deserving an essay on its own. Instead, | will
write about this beautiful occasion. An occasion,
which marks the opening of a new gallery in heart
of the kingdom. Nothing is more beautiful than
adding a new meter of land for the sake of art.
Nothing is greater than building a new wall that
does not separate us from each other, but brings
us together in appreciation for the art hanging
on ifs length.

Perthaps the question here is what will Mono
Gallery add the world, to the country, to the city
of Riyadh, to its artists, and art lovers?

During the sixties of the last century, which marked
the beginnings of the contemporary art movement
in the Kingdom, schools and sports’ clubs played
an effective role in promoting art within its various
cultural activities. They organized art exhibitions
to support contemporary arfists and infroduce
them to the community. Even the artists themselves
established galleries in their homes. Later on,
the seventies and eighties brought forward
ambitions and aspirations towards new horizons,
both through the attention of the Covernment
Sector such as, The Ceneral Authority of Sports,
or the Private Sector, to establish showrooms in
Jeddah, Riyadh, Khobar and others. Showrooms
like; Jeddah Atelier for Fine Arts, Roshan Callery,
Reda Cadllery, Arab Heritage Gallery, Alshargiya
Gallery, and others which organized many fine art
exhibitions. The new millennium followed, and with
it came more ambitious Calleries, and relatively
different visions. Some of these art galleries have
flourished, others are running on a slow motion
wheel, without a clear vision or agenda, and
many have directed their focus towards new
emerging artists, ignoring the five past decades
of Contemporary Saudi Art.

Here is where Mono Gallery differs. For its
grand  opening  exhibition, it decided to
start from the foundations of Contemporary
At in Saudi. By shedding light on the early
contemporary paintings by the leaders of that
movement. Leaders like Abdul Haleem Al Ridawi,
Mohammed Al Saleem, Abdul Jabbar Al Yahya,
Safeya Binzagr, Mounirah Mosly, Ali A-Ruzaiza,

and Mohammed Resayes. But it did not stop
there and brought forward paintings of Taha Al
Sablban, Baker Shaikhoun, Ali Al-Saffar, Abdullah
Hammas, Abdulrahman Alsoliman, Abdullah Al-
Shelti, Mohammed Syam, Yousef Jaha, Naiel
Mulla, Abdulazziz Al Naiem, Abdulloh Al Marzook,
Khalid Al-Owais, and Fohd Al Hujailanl
Should such an event be called a Contemporary
Art Exhibition? No, It is nothing less of A Museum
of Saudi Contemporary Art and morel

The surprises that the gallery founder, Momen Al
Muslimani, has in store are guaranteed to leave
us excited and wanting for morel His passion and
love for fine art are evident in this grand exhibition.
The success of the gallery is strengthened through
his constant knowledge of what is hoppening in
the Contemporary art scene in the Middle East,
and by making lifelong friends with Saudi and
Arab artists over the course of two years, which is
more than others have held in 20 years. Here is
where Mono Gallery’s secret lies; Starting from the
past, and walking confidently towards the future.
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Mohammed Al Saleem

The late artist Mohammed Mosa Al Saleem was one of those who
participated in the early exhibitions that the Kingdom witnessed during the
sixties. He was born in Marat, the central region of Saudi Arabia in 1938.
He stayed his early life there. Then moved to Riyadh. He received his art
studies in Italy where he passed away in 1997.

In 1968, He got a scholarship to study Fine Arts. He was one of the first
artists 1o have left the Kingdom for a pursuit of a formal art education, it is
in the Academia delle Belle Arte in Florence that Al Saleem came across
the works of neo- impressionist Henri-Edmond Cross. He was particularly
touched by Edmond-Cross's later work, and its gradual use of broader,
blocky brushstrokes leaving small areas of exposed bare canvas between
the strokes. A shift which resulted in surfaces resembling mosaics, and
owning his oeuvre the position of precursor to Fauvism and Cubism. Upon
his retun to the Kingdom Mohammed Al Saleem decided to teach many
of these Western principles and techniques learmed in his arid hometown
of Marat.

Al Saleem used the environment and his surroundings as a source of
inspiration, which led him to create a unique artistic style of his own. His
art paintings porfray the beauty in the simplicity of manipulation and
feature this highly distinctive segmentation into organic block-like structures,
marking the comerstone of Al Saleem’s mature artistic development: form
and landscape are essentially banished from these works, which in their
layering, and shading suggest a search for subtle accords and variations
on a theme similar to the one with which a composer achieves musical
harmony.
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Abdul Haleem Al Ridawi

Abdul Haleem Al Ridawi was bbom in Makka in 1939. He was one of the early
Saudi Artists who made a breakthrough in the Contemporary Art scene within
the Kingdom, and the first contemporary artist 1o get a scholarship to study
abroad.

He was the chairman in the Aralb Contemporary Arists Association in Madrid
in 1973 and a general director in Saudi Arabian Society for Culture and Arts
in Jeddaoh from 1980 to 1992.

Following his school graduation in 1958. Al Ridawi, travelled to Italy to study
arts. There, he got a license in design from the Fine Arts College in Rome in
1964. Later on, he retumed to receive his higher academic degree in 1979
in order to become a professional artist,

Abdul Haleem Al Ridawi's painting were displayed in more than a hundred
personal exhibitions in the United States, Hollond, Braozil, Britain, Sweden,
Japan, Indonesio, France, Spain, Italy, Switzerdland and Belgium. Some of his
artworks were kept in the Museum of Modem Art in Spain, Jordan, Rio de
Janeiro and Morocco, Tunis, and in the Art Hall in Roma. He also has his own
museum in Jeddah. Most of Al Ridawi's paintings include traditional ornaments
and colorful strokes, which provide his artwork with a unique rhythmic beauty. His
artistic productions included paintings, sculotures and wall art.

Al Ridowi passed away in 2006 in Jeddah leaving lbehind him more than
3,500 crective paintings.
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Mixed Media - dnlino algo
100 x 100 cm
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Abdul Jabbar Al Yahya

Abdul Jabbar Al Yahya was bom in Zubair City in Irag in 1931, and
retumned to his home country, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 1949.
He was the first contemporary ortist who participated in joint exhibitions
outside the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. And He the first Saudi contemporary
artist for whom the Saudi Arabian Society for Culture and Arts organized a
personal exhibition for in 1974.

He received a diploma in Press Management from London College in
1977 Hislove for art accompanied him in his personal life and his numerous
fravels. His art works focused on two subjects, the first was the heritoge
and the second was the Woman. He started to paint various features
found in his city, then he was influenced by the new culture following the
discovery of the petroleum. Many of his work focused on the woman as an
important and recurrent element and other paintings revolved around the
relationship between the human being and his surrounding environment.
The pioneer artist Abdul Jabbar Al Yohya passed away in Riyadh in 2014.
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Oil on Canvas - ilod (sde i)
100 x 70 cm
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Safeya Binzagr

Safeya Binzagr was bom in Jeddah in 1940. She moved with her family to
Cairo when she was seven years old. There She completed her studies then
she left to The United Kingdom where she joined the Finishing school for three
years. In the late of 1965, she retuned to Cairo to develop her passion for
painting. Then, she spent two years in Saint Martin College for Arts in London
where she received a degree in Arts and Graphics.

Safeya is one of the early symbols of the contemporary art movement in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Her long artistic career started with her first exhibition
in 1968, which was held in Dar Altarbioh modern School in Jeddah. She held
several local and intemational exhibitions in Paris, Geneve, London, and many
others.

She was famous for her paintings of folklore, and of social, cultural and
architectural aspects related to her local and surounding environment of
Jeddaoh and Al Hejaz Region.
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Sketch on Paper - (g9 (s o)
48 x 57 cm

Sketch on Paper - (g9 (s ouuy)
S0 x 43 cm
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Mounirah Mosly

Mounirah Mosly was lbom in Makkah, Saudi Arabia on July 1954. She is a
graduate of the College of Fine Arts in Cairo on 1974. She worked as a
teacher for three years in Dar al-Hanan Schools in Jeddah chairing the Arts
Department. She pursued further arfistic studies in the United States and
eamned a diploma in Graphic Design on 1979. On the same year, she joined
the Saudi Arabian Oil Company, ARAMCO where she is the publications
design specialist in the Public Relation Department.

Mounirah's first solo exhibition was in Jeddah in 1973. Followed by various
local and interational exhibitions including Aiyad Converses with Hajjar in
Bahrain in 2001.

She was the founder of The Art Festival in Al khobar in 2007. In 2009 she held
an exhibition in Riyadh under the title “Children of Chaza”, and "AlSabiya”
exhibition in 2011.

In 1990 She Designed the poster for the United Nations International Research
and Training Institute for Advancement of Women, «INSTRAWs. Moreover, in
1994 she was selected as an art specialist by The Aralo Culf Program in
Support of the UN Organizations for development). Mounirah believes that
there is no ugliness in art, and that art is based on a series of life experiences
that has started from our early ancestors.

Her Artworks combine a soft documentation of life experience with a surreal
flavor inspired from a different time set.
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The Product of this Generation - JuaJl lia gl
Oil on Convas - iled (sdc vuyj

80 x 60 cm

2001

Weaved carpet - éaguuio 8alauw
80 x 60 cm



On dispersal - bl e

Mixed media on fracing paper - Wlaus §)g e daliro slgo
15x 26 cm

2001
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On dispersal (Carpert) - (alauw) wlicidl aic
Weaved carpet - daguuio 8alaw
82x112cm

2001
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Ali Al-Ruzaiza

Ali Al-Ruzaiza was bomn in Ushaiger in 1945. He received a diploma in Arts in
1968 in Riyadh, and a diploma in Fine Arts with @ first class honors from Rome,
ltaly in 1979. He had an early refirement to dedicate his time to his art.

Al-Ruzaiza worked as an interior designer, where he has designed a number
of exhibitions both within the kingdom and internationally. Many of his artwork
have ended up in the Al Mansouria collection and with several world leaders,
and is exhibited in buildings such as airports. Among the most prominent
awards he received was (the logo of the centennial of the Kingdom).

Ali Al-Ruzaiza was brought up in an environment that was rich in culture
and heritage. His background provided him with @ rich source of inspiration
during his early artworks. However, after studying in Italy, his perception of art
broadened. He began to closely inspect some of the great figures such as
Leonardo Da' Vinci, and study their techniques. In doing so, he was able to
advance his own artistic style. In his paintings, he would detail house windows,
doors, or walls, using pastes, and various metallic colors “Bronze - golden -
silver” within the inscriptions, which is similar to what was used in the renaissance
age “Byzantine art” that gave his art work added beauty.

Ali Al-Ruzaiza is highly inspired by traditional design from the Naid culture. He
is keen in conceptualizing various social scenes from his suroundings such as,
the market bazaar, neighborhood alleyways, mosques, and palaces. Given his
background, He was particularly interested in detailing the interior spaces in
a direct yet artistic manner, which resulted in a rare style of depicting what is
tradlitional.
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Mixed Media - diglol piuuloglall ollal ¢l
150x 150 cm



vl apno

U-o ol duyyidl ogdua (gde Joan 190. ole ol x50 LI A Tg
ayiollailhag i 8)aldll gd] ) 8lw 0519719 @ageudl yaolsoll xm 0o
Ulg_lgq_v_obu_oq_u_oJM_uthj\ﬂuug_JBJbJong_delg ol 5.9
Lo a9 ag=w ol dsola (519 (0l 1Ll UJ-oc Uage A=y9 1AVV olc
Ll Q&obJ|@SUQJDJ|p_uABMJquuUJQJ.QBu|M
wbilgll 5.9 gulagl dola (0 ol ool (59 juiuwalo yasa i JU
Lauils dsolall (o didll &yl (59 olyg 8 3l o (409 1AM ole 6 aioll
19VF role bl 98 @ 539 A y=0 Jol 1251909 ole

Gaoll sueall @_Lc dioll Jlholl 59 paadl gLl als Lo widls
Lajso 0. U_o}_xé|@_q\JJLuJu_13r 1NVl (o 830l 59 sollllg
LG9 bubicwlg Lxé}_ig 6anjolldaloollg fnog &agewll 59 Liclon
Ul_i_‘()_ll Glolm | ¢yl Lo .Jgadl (o Lajuég 6a aioll ilhlgllg (lgulig
-l gog gl pdlell g9 dollanisoll <l 59 dcgilnoll ya syl
U9-iolleg 1996 ole (gl aalo daudua il (g-iallg o ludlh asile)go
O=leg 199 ole «ifl_xéLﬁ_"ig 81595 dwl)s &l dgyaliall 59 adua sl
Ghe M-l pole (Judioll jglaio 59 wljglnillg wbladl . pnleoll =l

Jandl yuodg A =Jl Jouow

09 yd deisodls gl iy asliiss jughi o uasapl 000 (G A0]
ulya lbdi aoag dcblnaill déyaoll (53l (o padiiwlg Ayl
oo 8 usa il 8 &4 o)l dnluell &0 Gcliaill oy o)l 58 & iiyoll

" oyl asolal dy)laas amliio

Mohammed Resayes

Mohommed Resayes was bom in 1950. He received his Diploma from The
Institute of Art Education for Teachers is Saudi Arabiain 1969. Then fraveled
to Cairo to enhance his abilities and painting techniques. He received a
Bachelor degree in At Education from Helwan University in Egypt in 1977.
Upon his retun to Saudi, he became a professor of art at King Saud University,
and a few years later he headed the arts department at the same university.
After his first solo exhibition in Riyadh in 1973. He received an MA in Arts &
Painting from the University of Ohio in the United States in 1982 and then a
PhD in Art Education from the same university in 1989.

Resayes participated in various local and intemational art forums from 1972
to 2001, where he partook in more than 50 group exhibitions in Saudi Arabia,
Eoypt, UK, Turkey, Spain, France, Taiwan, the United States and other countries.
He published numerous books that contributes in the Arabic Literacy in Art
such as «Man and Plastic Arts - A Brief History» (1992), «Plastic Arts at the
Janadriya 7th - A cultural and Documentary Study» (1993) and «The Arabion
Contemporary Art.. the Beginnings and Developments and A Future View»
(2002).

Mohommed Resayes became involved with the emergent expressionist
movement of the Saudi pioneers who preceded him. He was able to develop
his techniques based on an intensive study of abstraction and was inspired
by many Impressionist artists. The style of his works focused particularly on the
composition of figures and geometry.
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Oll on Canvas - bled (e )
100 x 150 cm
2015/2017
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Taha Al Sabban

Taha Mohammed Saleh Mohammed Ali Al Sabbaon was born in Makkah in
1948. His first personal exhibition was held in Colchester in 1975, and in
Scotland at the Clasgow Arab studentsy Club in 1976, Followed by many
exhibitions in Lebanon, Egypt and other countries. He has bbeen aleading artist
of Saudi Arabia since the 1980s and has particioated in many international
art presentations on behalf of his country.

Taha's artwork was acquired by; King Abdulaziz intemational airport, The
Chamber of Commerce & Industry in Jeddah, The Museum of Sharjoh and the
Arabian world Museum in Paris. He chaired both the graphic art section of the
Saudi Society for Culture and Arts and the founding of the House of Artists in
Jeddah in 1992.

Taha received various prizes and honorary medals including the first prize in
The Heritage contest in 1980. And the first prize in The Contemporary Saudi
Art Exhibitions in Riyadh in 2006. He was also honored by institutions such as
Atelieh Abdul Mansour Khojah and the Arabian society of Culture & Arts in
Jeddah.

Taha Al Sabban lived his childhood in the city of Makkah, where he was
immersed in its holly fraditions and historical scene. His art works reveal elements
from his hometown and the ancient city of Jeddah. He used elements of
traditional vernacular Hijozi architecture in his artwok such as “Rawachine” and
“Mashrabiyya”. His fondness for the sea is apparent in his paintings, where he
draws inspiration from its raging waves, wooden boats, and fishermen. Such an
avid supply of memories combined with colorful imagination strengthened the
originality of his artwork.
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Oil on Canvas - ilod (sde Cuyj
100 x 200 cm

Oil on Canvas - iiled (sde vuyj
100x 120 cm
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Baker Shaikhoun

Baker Mohammed Ali Shaikhoun is one of Saudi artists who started early through
local participations in Jeddoh and accompanying the initial beginnings of the
Contemporary Art movement in the Kingdom in the late sixties of the last century.
He is one of the first batch of graduates from the Institute of Art Education in
Riyadh in 1969. He then continued his study of art in ltaly until 1980.

He received many awards and certificates of appreciation. Most noted was
the Colden Sail Award at the Sixtieth Exhibition in Kuwait in 1983. He also
has several holdings, figures and bronze murals at the Air Defense Base, King
Abdulaziz University in Jeddah, King Khalid Airport in Riyadh, Abdul Raouf
Khalifa Museum in Jeddah and also in Rome and Pescara and others.

Shaikhoun kept pace with the artistic changes that took place in the Aralo world.
He intfroduced works within the Conceptualism theory in many intemnational
events such as the Shariah Biennale, Cairo Biennale and others. He prefers
to call them the works beyond the year 2000 including The Inverted Ladder,
Popcom Maching, The Shoe and The Broken Screen.

Baker Shaykhoun focuses on what is unfamiliar by pondering the reality of art.
His cim is to shock the viewer with works of art that have the ability to make what
is behind the visible world visible.

27



28

Relief Scultpure in Copper - ulad wily)
160 x 450 cm
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Ali Al Saffar

Ali Al Saffar was bom and lives in Qatif in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. In 1978
he eamed a diploma from the Institute of Art Education in Riyadh. In 1986 he
got a diploma of Art Education from the Intermediate College in Riyadh, and
In 2000 He headed the Arts Department in the Saudi Arabian Society of
Culture & Arts in Dommam. He founded the Contemporary Art Croup in Qatif
and became a member in several institutions that specialized in arts including
Bahrain Association for Contemporary Arts, and The Interational Ethics & Arts
Association in Seoul, Korea. His first participation in the Kingdom was in an
exhibition held by the Institute of Art Education in Riyadh. He particioated
in more than 400 exhibitions, nationally Riyadh, Jeddah, Al Madinah, and
intferationally in Kuwait, Damascus, Cairo and Argentina.

Al Saoffar won several prizes including the first prize of Environment Revelation
in Riyadh in 1978, and the first prize for Saudi Aillines in Jeddah in 1994,
He also received first prize from The Contemporary Art Exhibition in Riyadh in
2004.

Al Saoffar discovered his passion for the environment surrounding him from an
early age, so he painted scenes that recorded the local heritage. His work
was inspired by the environment and whatever shape it took He later focused
on the imaginations that were related to human values. His techniques and
color choices played a great role in his artwork .
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Pastel on Canvas - yiled (gde Jaiwl
83 x 130 cm

2008

Pastel on Canvas - Jiuled (e Juiuub
83 x 130 cm

2008
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Abdulloh Hommas

Abdullah Hommas was born in Abha in 1953, His passion for art and
appeared at an early age where he started painting in the fourth grade. In
1970 He moved to Riyadh to complete his education in the Institute of Art
and graduated in 19772. He worked as a teacher of Art in junior high school in
Riyach and Jeddah for 31 years.

Hammas studied the techniques of the renaissance age cubism, af the Institute
of Art Education, lts influences are still somehow noticeable in the formations of
his artworks. Hammas says that he greatly admired the cubists Ceorges Braque
aond Picasso, and quoted from them what helped him achieve his unique
style and acesthetic. He also benefited from pursuing the techniques of Piet
Mondrianys explicit and ascetic chromaticity that were derived from rational
and uniformed structure.

Hammas> aesthetics were influenced by the fist generation of Iragi
contemporary artists whom creative achievements in the seventies were in
contact with notions of Intellectual concepts related to their identity and
originality through its alignment with the inherited folklore and heritage, and
loads of architecture recollection in the ancient cities and dreamy villages
in their deep-rooted terrains. As well, Hammas is one of a few artists whose
experiences entertained the abstract rituals early in the Saudi Artistic society.
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Acrylic on Canvas - ilod (gJe elulyyAl
290 x 152 cm
2017
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Abdulrahman Alsoliman

Aldulrahman Alsoliman was borm in AlAhsa City in Saudi Arabia in 1954 and
currently resides in Dammam. He received his Diploma in Art Education from the
Teachers Institute, and teaches there.

He began his artistic career with many participations in 1971. Being fond
of art, Abdulrahman Alsoliman was a writer and a documenter in the field of
contemporary arts from 1983, where he wrote infroductions to some Arab
institutions. He edited and supervised the Department of Contemporary Arts
in a number of local and Arabic newspapers and magazines for several
years. In 1987, he chaired the Department of Contemporary Arts in the
Society of Culture and Arts until 201 2. And became the organizer of the «The
Contemporary At Magazine» program in the Saudi Radio broadcasting.

Alsoliman participated in more than 50 joint exhibitions throughout the
world starting from the Saudi Cultural Week in Algeria in 1984 until his last
particioation in the exhibition of the Beginnings of the Eastern Province in
Jeddah in 2017.

Throughout his artistic career, Abdulrchman held more than 10 personal
exhibitions in various Aralo countries starting from 1983 in Dammam until 2013
in Doha, where he received a number of awards and artistic honors. His artworks
were acquired by many govemnmental entities, a number of artistic centers, art
groups and individuals in the Kingdom and Aralo and foreign countries.

The paintings of Abdulkahman Alsoliman are incarnations of abstract imaginary
scenes which present the viewer with a mysterious ambiguities of feelings,
hidden llluminations, bright colors and imaginary reflections of lighting streaks.
He achieved creativity especially in the Arabian identity, benefiting from the
international art movement in general and the modem European structure in
particular, as if he is offering Arabic music with a decorative characteristic.
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Oil on Canvas - Uilod (sde uyj
188 x 205 cm
2008

Oil on Canvas - il (sde vuyj
184 x 196 cm
2008
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Abdullah Al-Shelti

Aldullah Ali Abdullah Al-Shelti was born in Abha city in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in 1952. He obtained a diploma from the Institute of Art Education in
Riyadhin 1974.

Alshelti participated in many local and international exhibitions. Most notable
were the exhibitions of the Ceneral Presidency of Youth Welfare from 1974,
the Energy Exhibition in the United States of America, Vancouver exhibition in
Canada and the GCC periodic exhibition.

He represented the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the Cultural Week in Algeria,
UAE and Oman. He participated in the Intemnational Biennale exhibitions in
Cairo and Sharjoh. In 2001 HRH Prince Khalid Al-Faisal honored the plasic
artist Abdullah Al-Shalti as one of the pioneers in Saudi Plastic Art.

Al-Shalti practiced both painting and photography, and was known for his
love for oil colors, acrylics and a number of pastes that gave his photogrophic
surface a special protrusion. His subjects varied between depicting the Asir
environment with its houses, farms and markets, as well as portraying the Holy
Mosaues like Al Haram Al Makki, Al Haram Al Nabawi and the Dome of the
Rock mosque.
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Mixed Media - dlnlino algo
170x 110 cm

Mixed Media - daliAo algo
200 x 130 cm
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Mohammed Syam

Mohammed Syam was born in Madina in 1954, He was one of the most
important names that affected the Contemporary Art scene for decades. He
passed away in 2011 in Madina.

Syam was the founder of the Saudi Association for Contemporary Arts. He
participated in many local and interational exhibitions including Biennale
Bangladesh, Sharm el Sheikh Intemnational Fine Art Symposium. He acquired
various prizes over the years, including Abha Prize for Culture, Baha Prize for
Arts, and The Saudi Melon Prize.

Syam held many personal exhibitions in the kingdom, and was preparing to
host his fifth personal exhibition before his death, and another in France aofter
receiving a private invitation from the center there. He was, unfortunately
uncble to attend either, however, the supervisor of the Saudi Center for
Contemporary Arts (Mona Alqusaibi) decided to make the exhibition to
commemorate his memory.

His artworks were acquired by King Khaled Intemnational airport, King Abdulaziz
International airport, Ministry of Interior and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of
higher Education and many others.

The continuous practice increased Syam's experience in composing ortworks
as per what was favored or required at the time. We find in his panoramic
views a combination between sacred places and architectural elements of
some cifies.
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Yousef Jaha

Yousef Ahmad Jaha was bomn in Makkah in 1954 and holds a BA degree in Art
Education (1983) from Umm Al-Qura University in Makkah.

Jaha made his first solo exhibition in Roshan Gallery in Jeddah in 1987. He took
part in most of the Exhibitions held by The Saudi Arabian Society of Culture
and arts, and was part of many of intemnational exhibitions such as, The Arab
Islamic contemporary Art Exhibition in Tukey 1993 and The Edge of Arabia
Exhibition in London 2008. Some of the awards he received were; The Golden
palm Award in the first periodic for the Gulf Cooperation Council in Riyadh
1989. The first category award of beauty makkoh 2010. His painting were
acquired by many facilities inside and outside of the Kingdom such as The
national Jordanian museum for fine Art, National Museum, and The Saudi Hall
in Mexico (General Presidency of Youth Welfare).

In his artwork, Jaha merges the external and inner nature of the human being.
Forming a spiritual combination between the elements of nature (dust, water,
fire and air) and psychology. He uses a lot of calm colors that convey the full
meaning in a original manner that escapes repetition.
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Oil on Canvas - Uiled (sde Cuyj
150 x 150 cm
2011



Oil on Canvas - Uiled (sde uyj
60 x 60 cm
2016
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Oil on Canvas - Uil (3de vuyj
60 x 60 cm
2016
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Naiel Mullo

Naiel Yasin Mulla was bom in Makka in 1957. He studied at King Abdulaziz
University and received a Bachelor Degree from the Department of Media in
1980. Following his graduation, he joined the team of Saudi Arabian Airlines.
His work played a great role in activating many Contemporary Art activities.
The most important of these was the «Coloredy competition for contemporary
art, which he founded and set its rules and regulations in 1992.

He started his involvements in the art scene in 1982, where he participated in
more than fifty collective exhibitions, competitions and painting events. Naiel
Participated in competitions sponsored by the General Management of
Youth Welfare and Saudi Arabian Cultural and Arts Society, some agencies,
and establishments sponsoring the arts. He also participated in a number
of international exhibitions organized by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in
Egypt, Spain, ltaly, Romanio, Czech Republic, USA, Tunisio, Lebanon, France,
Bangladesh, UAE, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman and Bahrain. He was also involved in
the 8 19971h Asia Intemnational Biennale in Bangladesh and has three textile-
covered walls at King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, and four at Kig
Fohad International Airport in Dommam.

Naiel Mulla, has a range of rich experiences in research and experimentation.
He used simple lines as his raw material and began dyeing them with a color,
which is as bright as the colors of the spectrum. In his paintings, the formula of
art was based on the interaction between the two elements of coincidence
and design.
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Oil on Canvas - iiled (3l viyj
150 x 150 cm
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AbdulAziz AINajem

Abdul Aziz A-Naiem was bom in AHunifi vilage in Saudi Arabia in 1963. In
1981, A-Najem received a diploma from the Institute of Art Education in
Riyadh. He was a founding member of the Riyaadh fine Art Group and the Saudi
Art Association and the Saudi Society for Fine Arts (CSFT).

Al-Naiem's work was exhibited at the «Selection of Saudi fine Art» exhibition
in Cairo, London, Austria, Bahrain, Riyadh, Tunisia and Omaon over five years.
His work was also exhibited in several Aralb and foreign countries, including
France, Britain, Germany, Taipei, Egypt, Bahrain, UAE, Tunisio, Morocco, Syrio,
Lebanon. Abdul Aziz gained several awards, including the first prize at the
General Exhibition of Artists and Clubs of the Central Region in 1982, the first
position prize in the Saudi Contemporary Art Exhibition in 2012 and in the
Ambassador Competition of fine Arts in 2014,

Having beenraised up in AHunifi village, AlNajem became very knowledgeable
in the urban architecture of the region and the traditional omaments with its
composition and vibrant colours. His painting were full of various elements and
references that were based on his community and surroundings.
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Oil on Canvas - iled (e )
150 x 200 cm
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Khalid A-Owais

Khalid bin Saleh Al Owais was bom in Riyadh in 1964. He graduated in 1988,
from King Saud University, with and Art Education degree.

In 1981, Al Owais was involved in many group exhibitions both locally and
infernationally, such as the exhibition of the Ceneral Presidency of Youth
Welfare in 1981 and the group exhibition of Culture and Arts in 1981, and the
Kingdomss exhibition «Between Yesterday and Todays. He also participated
in the exhibition of "Al Safeer”. Owais has many collectibles in the Kingdom
and abroad.

After ajouney paved with research, experience and hardwork, Riyadh city has
brought back to Al Owais his childhood memory filled with love and richness.
All aspects of his old city were present with him, from its alleys, narow pathways,
soft muddy homes to its fransparent sky horizon. His work was filed with a touch
of fresh, cool earthy colors that seeps through our souls under the quiet blue
sky as if it is the comers of our warm memories of the places we love.
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Ol on Canvas - Uilod sde vuyj
95x 115cm

Oil on Canvas - iiled (sde vuyj
95x115cm
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Abdullah Al Marzook

Abdullah Abdulmohsen Al Marzook was bom in the Eastern Province of Saudi
Arabia in 1953. He received a Bachelor degree in Fine Arts from the United
States of America in 1985, He held the position of Cultural Affairs department
at the headauarters of Youth Welfare in the Eastern region in Dammam and
Al Qartif

He has taught courses in ceramics and printing in the United States of
America and represented the Kingdom in many contemporary art exhibitions
in Venezuela, Ching, Japan, Gemany, Libya and Tehron. He has won many
awards, including the Kuwait Interational Biennale of Kharafi and the Jury Prize
at the First At Media Exhibition, and exhibited his paintings all over the world.

Al Marzouq is one of the artists who express their artistic experiences through
glowing colors and apparitions that move in more than one direction. He
uses the Arabic calligraphy in his paintings to embody the characteristics of
his Aralo identity. The artist draws in his works a lot of geometrical units and
color spaces consistent with the contemporary language he derived from
abstraction and symbols.
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Acrylic and Mixed Media on Canvas - Uisled sle eldupal ;lgli
180 x 145 cm
2016

Acrylic and Mixed Media on Canvas - isled e &udypal lgli
180 x 145 cm
2016
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Fohd Al Hujailan

Fohad Al-Hujcilon was born in Belbeis Egypt in 1957 and moved to live
and study in Saudi Arabia. He was a founding member of the Riyadh Fine Art
Group and held many personal exhibitions in both Riyadh and Jeddah. A Swiss
company specializing in the arts acquired some of its works and printed and
distributed them all over the world in 1994.

Many of his paintings are exhibited in holdings in: America, France, Switzerland,
Belgium and several areas within the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. He also won
several awards, most notably:  First Place award in The Contemporary Art
Exhibition 2nd edition in 1980, and "Al Safeer” award in 2007.

In his latest artistic experiences, Al Hujcilon began to transform women into
a level of exaggerative expressionism, reducing her elements to the point of
erasing all the features and tuming them into color spaces with thin soft lines
in the hope of presenting subjects that are more related to the human's inner
self and his philosophical contemplation. He did not abandon the womanss
figure completely; instead, he portrayed her in a general abstract form with
overlopping color groups as if he wanted to express different natures and
feelings in each plane.
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Acrylic on Canvas - Jiled e elylypal olgli
130 x 90 cm

Acrylic on Canvas - Uislo8 (ge elduyal Gl
100 x 100 cm
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